
Otay Water District
1997 Water Quality Report

Treatment
Plant

Effluents (a)

PARAMETER Federal
MCL State MCL Skinner Levy Overall

Range
Meets

Standards?
Unless indicated otherwise, all measurements are in parts per million (milligrams per liter).
PRIMARY STANDARDS – Mandatory Health-Related Standards
CLARITY
Turbidity (NTU) 0.5 0.5 0.08 0.06 0.04 – 0.15 YES
MICROBIOLOGICAL
Total Coliform Bacteria (b) 5% 5% 0% 0% 0% YES
Fecal Coliform Bacteria (c) (c) (c) 0% 0% 0% YES
ORGANIC CHEMICALS (d)
Total Trihalomethanes (j) 0.1 0.1 0.040 0.051 0.022 – 0.092 YES
INORGANIC CHEMICALS
Aluminum 0.05 – 0.20** 1 0.218 0.32 0.14 – 0.49 YES
Antimony 0.006 0.006 ND ND ND YES
Arsenic 0.05 0.05 ND 0.002 ND - 0.0026 YES
Asbestos (e) 7 7 ND ND ND YES
Barium 2 1 0.104 0.126 0.101 – 0.126 YES
Beryllium 0.004 0.004 ND ND ND YES
Cadmium 0.005 0.005 ND ND ND YES
Chromium 0.1 0.05 ND ND ND YES
Copper (i) (i) (i) ND ND ND YES
Cyanide 0.2 0.2 ND ND ND YES
Flouride(f) 4.0 (**2.0) 1.4 – 2.4 0.24 0.32 0.20 -0.32 YES
Lead (i) (i) (i) ND ND ND YES
Mercury 0.002 0.002 ND ND ND YES
Nickel NS 0.1 ND ND ND YES
Nitrate (as N) 10 10 0.12 0.18 0.03 – 0.21 YES
Nitrite (as N) 1 1 ND ND ND – 0.005 YES
Selenium 0.05 0.05 ND ND ND YES
Thallium 0.002 0.002 ND ND ND YES
RADIONUCLIDES (pCi/L)
Gross Alpha 15 15 4.9 4.7 ND – 9.4 YES
Gross Beta *50 50 7.7 2.5 ND – 17.8 YES
Radium-226 (h) 5 (*20) 5 ND <5 ND – 12 YES
Radium-228 (h) 5 (*20) 5 ND NA ND – NA YES
Radon-222 (*300) NS ND <5 ND – 83 YES
Strontium-90 8 8 ND 0.9 ND – 3.6 YES
Tritium 20,000 20,000 ND 184 ND – 400 YES
Uranium (*30) 20 3.4 3.1 ND – 4.9 YES
SECONDARY STANDARDS – Aesthetic Standards
CHEMICAL PARAMETERS
Chloride 250 (g) 250 86 88 80 – 95 YES
Color (units) 15 15 1 1 1 – 3 YES
Foaming Agents (MBAS) 0.5 0.5 ND ND ND YES
Iron 0.3 0.3 ND ND ND YES
Manganese 0.05 0.05 ND ND ND YES
Odor Threshold (TON) 3 3 1 1 ND YES
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PH (units) 6.5 – 8.5 NS 8.06 7.62 7.03 – 8.10 YES
Silver (**0.1) (**0.1) ND ND ND YES
Specific Conductance NS (g) 900 – 1600 917 920 727 – 1042 YES
(micromhos per centimeter)
Sulfate 250 (g) 250 – 500 219 267 193 – 271 YES
Total Dissolved Solids 500 (g) 500 – 1000 569 657 512 – 665 YES
Zinc 5 5.0 ND ND ND YES
ADDITIONAL PARAMETERS
Calcium NS NS 66 79 59 – 79 YES
Hardness (as CaC03) NS NS 270 281 220 – 333 YES
(grains per gallon) NS NS 15.8 16.4 12.9 – 19.5 YES
Magnesium NS NS 25 30 23 – 30 YES
Potassium NS NS 4.2 4.6 3.9 – 4.7 YES
Sodium NS NS 92 100 76 – 101 YES

Abbreviations:
MCL Maximum Contaminant Level
NA Not Analyzed
ND Not Detected
NS No Standard has yet been set fy federal or state regulators
pCi/L picoCuries per liter
MBAS Methylene Blue Active Substances (surfactants)
CaC03 Calcium Carbonate
TON Threshold Odor Number (a measure of the odor of water)

Notes:
< less than
> greater than
* Proposed standard
** Secondary standard
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